
A Cop’s Eye View
Mad bombers, axe-wielding rapists, serial killers, slashers, snipers, kidnappers, drug 
dealers and robbers. These are some of the crooks and creeps that Officer John A. 
DiMaggio grappled with and arrested during his three decades in the Chicago Police 
Department. All of that and more is documented in the book “Sarge: Cases of a Chicago 
Police Detective Sergeant 1960-1980.” 

A memoir written throughout his career and later life and brought to press by his family 
after his death, “Sarge” could easily be serialized into a long-running and no-doubt wildly 
popular TV police drama, with one important exception. While TV often reduces characters 
to stereotypes played by actors who look like models, DiMaggio’s three-dimensional 
denizens populate the real, gritty world of Chicago. Written in a rapid-fire, “Dragnet”-
style prose, the book takes you on twists and turns that few fiction writers could dream 
up. 

In the second chapter, police superintendent Matt Rodriguez states that DiMaggio, 
“always seems to be where it’s happening.” While many police officers seldom draw 
their service revolvers throughout their careers, DiMaggio not only had a nose for crimes 
in the making, but often took action to stop them, risking his life in the process.  

In one instance, he walked unarmed into a room to negotiate with a shotgun-wielding 
killer who had been holding hostages for hours. In another feat of extraordinary bravery, 
he single-handedly wrestled a sawed-off shotgun from a suspect and brought him into 
custody. DiMaggio was also part of a team that subdued a war-crazed veteran who had 
taken another officer’s life. The tormented soul had booby trapped the area, fending off 
police for hours by tossing hand grenades and dynamite and firing automatic weapons. 

While DiMaggio was a man of action, he also brought his powers of deduction, reflection 
and psychological analysis to bear. This was especially true with the many cases DiMaggio 
solved involving serial rapists. Over the course of days, and sometimes weeks or months, 
DiMaggio was able to discern patterns and motives, opening a window into these 
criminals’ demented minds and eventually arresting men who were terrorizing the city. 

The book also sheds a fascinating light on the city of Chicago, especially during the 
tumultuous ’60s and ’70s. Key figures from the city’s past like O.W. Wilson, Richard J. 
Daley, James M. Rochford and Mayor Jane Byrne spring to life. DiMaggio’s account of 
trying to solve the brutal murder of Valerie Percy, daughter of U.S. Senator Charles Percy, 
will conjure memories for many. He also gives a firsthand account of the Martin Luther 
King marches from a police officer’s perspective, and of shielding himself from bricks, 
bottles and sniper fire during the riots that followed Dr. King’s assassination. In the 1970s, 
he survived similar assaults while policing the Cabrini Green housing projects.  

Recently published in print and audio form, the book was a long time in the making. “He 
wrote it over many years, both while he was working and after he had retired and was 
living in Las Vegas,” says the author’s daughter, Debra DiMaggio. “He asked me and 
others to help get it published. I’m a divorce attorney and although we reached out to a 
few friends, we didn’t have contacts in the publishing and entertainment industries at 
the time. When dad passed away in 2008, my brother sent me the typewritten manuscript 
and I added the photos. From there, contacts started to develop organically.” 

Eventually, the manuscript made it into the hands of Raymond Benson, an internationally 
acclaimed author, who helped refine the text and shepherd it into publication. The result 
is a taut, action-packed police drama that will leave you both turning the pages and 
occasionally stopping to reflect on the Chicago that once was. 

“It’s a book about my 
father’s exploits in the 
CPD, but it’s also a 
tribute to all Chicago 
police officers,”  
Debra DiMaggio says.  
 
“I have come to realize 
police officers,  
first responders, 
firefighters, and 
members of our armed 
forces are the true 
heroes of our society.”
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