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IF YOU RECEIVED A YELLOW NEWSLETTER, YOUR 2025 MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE 
NOW BEING ACCEPTED, APPLICATION FORM IS INCLUDED IN THIS NEWSLETTER. 

IF YOU RECEIVE A WHITE NEWSLETTER, YOUR DUES ARE PAID. 
Upon receipt of your 2025 dues, we will send you a membership card and auto decal.

If you received a WHITE NEWSLETTER, your 2025 dues are paid. If you received a YELLOW NEWSLETTER, 
your dues are NOT PAID and are now due. Please use the YELLOW APPLICATION. This is the only way to tell 
our members if dues are paid or not. Upon receipt of your 2025 dues, we will send you your membership card and 
auto decals. If you move, please notify our office and the pension office (312-744-3891) as soon as possible; provide 
your new address and phone number.
If any retiree groups would like to put an article in our newsletter regarding their meetings, please contact us.
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By now everyone knows about the passing of the 
Social Security Fairness Act repealing the Windfall 
Elimination Provision. We are getting calls from 
our members asking when they will be getting their 
increase in Social Security and how much will they 
receive. If you are now receiving Social Security 
there is nothing you have to do to receive your 
benefits. At this time no one is sure when that will 
be but a good guess is March or April. Because 
of the passing of the Fairness Act if one spouse is 
receiving less social security than the other they 
may be eligible for some of their spouse’s check 
without decreasing their spouse’s benefits. Check 
with the S.S.A. to see what paperwork you will 
need. 
  I would like to thank John Catanzara Jr, President 
of Chicago John Dineen Lodge No. 7, and the FOP 
for their help in passing the Fairness Act. 
  The next meet of the RCPA will be held on 
February 23th at 1:00 PM.  It will be held in the 
FOP hall, 1412 W Washington Blvd.
  As provided by state statue, a Cost of Living 
Adjustment (COLA) will be reflected in your 
annuity check on the last day of January, 2025. 

This increase only applies to retirees who have 
attained the age of 55 years of age.
  Retired public safety officers, do not forget the 
$3,000 benefit you are provided under the pension 
protective act of 2017 as this benefit allows for tax 
deferred deductions of insurance premiums such 
as healthcare, dental, optical, and long-term care. 
Check with your tax consultant. The $500 (13th) 
check is sent to annuitants receiving the minimum 
monthly annuity. 
  Remember if you received a yellow newsletter 
your dues are not paid .

RETIRED CHICAGO POLICE ASSOCIATION
5310 N. Harlem Avenue • Chicago, IL 60656

Phone: 773-763-5310
www.retiredchicagopoliceassoc.com

EXECUTIVE BOARD
HAROLD BROWN

President

TOM LONERGAN
1st Vice President

CORNELIUS DILLON
2nd Vice President

 David DiSanti
Treasurer

CARALYN HUDIK
Recording Secretary

STEVE MARCHFIELD
Sergeant at Arms

RICH AGUINAGA
ERIKA CLARK
MIKE GARZA
FRED GLASS

PATRICK J. GLEASON JR.
DONALD JANUSZYK
RONALD SHOGREN

PAUL VITAIOLI
KEN HAUSER

Past President

TOM LONERGAN
Pension Board Trustee

TRUSTEES

Organized in 1888 as an Association to protect the Police Pension Fund 
and the welfare of Police Pensioners, their widows and children.

   Treasurer’s Message  By David DiSanti

Las Vegas Henderson Nevada Retiree’s Breakfast
Every Friday morning at 8:30 a.m. • Willow’s Golf Course - 2300 E. Horizon Ridge Ave., Henderson, Nevada

1st Wednesday of each month at 1:00 p.m.
Cop Shop, Cape Coral, Florida - 822 S.E. 46th Lane

Tom Faragoi 239-770-7896

 1St. Tuesday Of month  9:00 A.M. D’AGOSTINO 
7350 W. Oakton

Steve Marshfield -773-771-0877

SOUTH
2nd Wednesday of each month at 10:00 a.m.

Jedi Garden Restaurant
9266 S. Cicero Avenue

DAVID DISANTI
Treasurer

HAROLD BROWN
President



RETIRED CHICAGO POLICE ASSOCIATION    NEWSLETTER

2025A happy new year to everyone! In Washington Biden signed the Social Security Bill, but I’m 
not giving him any credit for it. Remember he voted to cut our benefits in 83 and 93. During the 
signing ceremony he never mentioned police officers, but did the firefighters and teachers. His 
speech writers are defund the police people. Due to Biden’s Inflation Reduction Act everyone’s 
health care costs went up $40-$43 a month for drug costs. If you are getting your health care 
premiums taken out of your pension check, your take home for January went down. Your take 
home will go up on the February check with your COLA kicking in. Good news is the inflows 
at the Pension Fund exceeded the out flows last year and is expected to again this year. I will 
be vigilant that this happens. In Springfield there are no bills that affect current retirees but I 
will monitor what happens with the new General Assembly session starting. In Cook County 
it’s a pleasure to see a political candidate keep their promises. The new State’s Attorney is 
prostituting shoplifting and gun cases that the last State’s Attorney wouldn’t. A safer Chicago 
is good for the tax base and good for the pension. In Chicago we need more police officers. 
As of last month there were 3160 more pension checks going out than there police officers 
paying into the Pension fund. There are less than 11,800 officers paying into the plan. Most of 
us retired with 13,500 on the payroll. Tell your Alderman we need MORE police officers!
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Homes, condos in Cape Coral, Fort Myers and 
surrounding areas. Contact us for a list of over 250 
retired Chicago Police Officers.

Owned and operated by Police Officers. Retired Capt. 
Tom Faragoi will donate 20% of his gross commision to 
the Gold Star Families, The Chicago Police Memorial 
Foundation or a refund to the officer. Check out 
www.retiredcpd.com for the up to date news of us 
CPD Retirees enjoying the good life in beatiful SW 
Florida. Sell your property in Florida for 3 to 5 percent 
commision. For a list of retired Chicago police officers 
resideing in SW Florida please contact Tom Faragoi 
239-770-7896.

Live In Beatiful Southwest Florida

Hamilton-Franklin Realty
1136 NE Pine Island Road • Suite 49, CapeCoral, FL, 33909

4547 Pine Island Road Unit C, Matlacha FL.
faragoi@msn.com

 
 

 
Are You Living Your Best Retirement? 

 
Thursday, May 18th at 11 A.M. 

 
This Seminar will explain how to protect your investments from 

volatility and inflation, how to optimize your Social Security, and how 
to avoid a required minimum distribution (RMD) from your Deferred 

Compensation or IRA.  
 

If you are retired Law Enforcement, you won’t want to miss this 
presentation. 

 
Chicago Patrolmen’s Federal Credit Union is pleased to present Financial 
Fitness for First Responders, free financial wellness programs specifically 

tailored for Law Enforcement Officers and your families.  
 

For details, please visit our website. 

Federally insured by NCUA     www.cpdfcu.com      

 

Tom Lonergan
1st Vice President Retired Chicago Police Association. 

Share Certificates are a safe and secure 
instrument for members looking to earn higher 
rates of savings dividends. A fixed annual 
percentage yield is paid quarterly and at the 
term’s end. The rates are higher than on a 
regular savings account and, historically, have 
been higher than those offered by area banks.

• Minimum deposit of $500
•  3,6,12,24 and 36-month terms with yields as 
    high as 4.34% APY*
•  Special terms and rates offered periodically
•  Early withdrawal restrictions apply

For details, please visit our website.
*APY = Annual Percentage Yield Federally 

insured by NCUA www.cpdfcu.com

 LUNCH WITH RETIRIES FROM RADAR

$25.00

$25.00



Donald Januszyk,  Retired Sergeant
RCPA Trustee

It’s a Happy New Year!  Our new president is 
sworn in, but we still have the same Mayor in 
Chicago.  At least we have a new State’s Attorney 
who may work out well.  
Things in the police department have been 
depressing.  Off. Enrique Martinez was gunned 
down in November.  In a video taken by a citizen, 
Martinez tells the offender sitting in a car to “Stop 
it, don’t do it.”  The offender killed the officer by 
firing from a weapon that was altered and fully 
automatic.  It is unacceptable that three uniformed 
officers were on the scene, and according to two 
separate reliable sources, none of the officers 
had their weapons drawn at the time of the 
Martinez murder.  There is a department rule 
that if you display your weapon during a traffic 
stop you must notify the dispatcher.  Whoever 
created that order has blood on their hands. 
The Governor, the Mayor, and citizens want 
officers to de-escalate a situation. Does that 
mean the officers must wait for a subject to fire a 
weapon at them before defending themselves?
According to the SCC Blog, an incident involving 
a marked police vehicle was being chased by 
another car.  The squad car was fleeing in reverse 
while calling for help. The two officers were 
females.  I’ve worked with some female officers 
in the past, and believe if someone gave them a 
hard time, their ability to defend themselves, or 
a partner was running a deficit.  It appears the 
CPDs dedication to DEI is putting officers at risk.
There is a rumor about a domestic disturbance 
that became unruly; one of the officers was 
picked up and slammed to the ground.  The 

atmosphere in the CPD makes this too easy to 
believe.
Governor Pritzker recently signed a bill allowing 
non-citizens to become police officers. What 
more can be done to undermine law enforcement 
before citizens and police revolt?
About 6 months ago Dexter Reed was driving a 
vehicle and was stopped by a unit with 5 officers.  
All officers exited their vehicle and requested 
Reed to step out. Reed foolishly displayed his 
weapon and opened fire at the officers.   The 
officers sought cover and returned fire.  Reports 
stated that the five officers returned 96 rounds 
in 41 seconds, and one officer was shot.  Reed 
expired.   The officers involved are still on limited 
duty, and Reed’s family is suing the City for an 
untold amount, which the city refuses to disclose.  
You do your job, the offender’s family gets paid, 
and officers suffer.  It is an episode from the 
Twilight Zone
This February is 3 years since her incident plus 
the PPO allegations and Chief Yoland Tally is still 
around! Has Insp. Witzburg been told to hold the 
results of her investigation unit until Tally retires?  
Chicago Mayor Johnson tried to fire Chicago 
School Board CEO Martinez, failing that he put 
his appointees on the Board, and they terminated 
Martinez.  Mayor Johnson’s prior job was a 
union organizer for the Chicago Public Schools 
employee union that wanted an outlandish 
contract before President Trump was sworn in. 
They expect the Mayor to get them one.  Pity the 
families that cannot send their children to private 
schools.

(continued on page 4)
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 (continued from previous page) 

For the last few decades, the TV media prior to the 
Christmas Holidays showed military personnel 
from all over wishing their family and friends a 
Merry Christmas. This last Christmas they did not. 
Sadly, the corporate media leaders don’t care.  
Many of us, with good reason, are worried about 
our pensions.  It would help our pension if the Gold 
Braid clause were eliminated.  Too many bosses 
are promoted because of political connections and 
DEI. Absent competence, they cannot command.  
Please get in touch with your Illinois Senator, 
Representative, and police organizations and ask 
them to eliminate the Gold Braid clause.  
After a noteworthy criminal incident occurs and 
the media brings it to the public attention, the 
command personnel routinely state that more 
police officers will be assigned to the area.  This 
happens frequently, but from where do extra 
officers come?  More lies and more die!  
We live in interesting times.  I hope my next column 
will offer more promise for the future. Keep your 
powder dry and head on swivel.  Be safe!

Donald Januszyk, 
Retired Sergeant

Donald Januszyk,  Retired Sergeant
RCPA Trustee

David DiSanti
RCPA Treasurer

33% Police and Family Discount for a Living Trust Estate Plan

Tom Tuohy is the grandson of a CPD Chief and son of a CPD Detective
Living Trust Estate Plans Include:

Living Trust
Last Will & Testament

Health Care Power of Attorney

17W 220 22nd St. Suite 300
Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181

312-559-8400 • Fax 312-559-8484

Financial Power of Attorney   
Unlimited Assistance

Guaranteed Satisfaction

Free Consultations - on Personal Injury, Medical Malpractice, Nursing Home Abuse
In-Person or Zoom Signings               
Free Parking
Call before March 31, 2025
Mention RCPA for 33% Discount                     

I hope everyone had a holiday season filled with memories and family. Thank you to all the members 
who renewed their membership. The big news is that the ball President Catanzara started rolling years 
ago when he visited every district and watch to get signatures to repeal the WEP/GPO has become a 
triumph for the FOP! We have fielded dozens of calls regarding the details of the law. I advise retirees 
to go to the following websites for more information. Sign up for updates; I am sure we will have more 
information to share by the next newsletter. Again, I want to thank President Catanzara and the PAC 
for their work in achieving this accomplishment. President Catanzara’s mission to increase our political 
influence in City Hall and Springfield through the Political Action Committee has borne fruit, the National 
Lodge is following our lead in putting political pressure on those in DC The next meeting will be held 
at the FOP hall at 1300. I will attempt to have someone there to address the membership and answer 
questions.

David DiSanti
Treasurer RCPA

    New Social Security Act- Are you claiming the best benefit check?

The New Year starts off with good news regarding Social Security benefits. This new Social Security 
Fairness Act eliminates the WEP and GPO provisions that have reduced Social Security benefits. 

Your current benefit check should increase in 2025. It is even more important that if you are just short 
of the 40 Social Security Quarters that you call me to discuss your options. The GPO change may  

be significant for people who may have never claimed Spousal or Survivor benefits. We will have an 
online seminar on Wednesday February 12th to discuss the new law. Please call me 

or email dylane@ifcplanners.com  for the online seminar link to be sent to you. 
Questions? Reach out to Mike Marron at 312-802-0587 or mikem@ifcplanners.com    Mike has 

been serving Chicago Police Officers and their families for over 35 years, initially representing the 
Nationwide Retirement Solutions 457 deferred compensation plan, and later joining the advisory team 

at the Financial Planning & Education Center of the Chicago Patrolmen’s Credit Union.  He was a 
frequent presenter at the Chicago Police Department retirement seminars and a valuable resource to 

our members. 
Integrated Financial Concepts 1300 W Higgins Rd, Suite 218 Park Ridge, Illinois 60068
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1st Vice President Retired Chicago Police Association. 

Share Certificates are a safe and secure 
instrument for members looking to earn higher 
rates of savings dividends. A fixed annual 
percentage yield is paid quarterly and at the 
term’s end. The rates are higher than on a 
regular savings account and, historically, have 
been higher than those offered by area banks.

• Minimum deposit of $500
•  3,6,12,24 and 36-month terms with yields as 
    high as 4.34% APY*
•  Special terms and rates offered periodically
•  Early withdrawal restrictions apply

For details, please visit our website.
*APY = Annual Percentage Yield Federally 

insured by NCUA www.cpdfcu.com

 LUNCH WITH RETIRIES FROM RADAR

$25.00

$25.00
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RETIRED CHICAGO POLICE ASSOCIATION    NEWSLETTER

IF YOU RECEIVED A YELLOW NEWSLETTER, YOUR 2025 MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE 
NOW BEING ACCEPTED, APPLICATION FORM IS INCLUDED IN THIS NEWSLETTER. 

IF YOU RECEIVE A WHITE NEWSLETTER, YOUR DUES ARE PAID. 
Upon receipt of your 2025 dues, we will send you a membership card and auto decal.

If you received a WHITE NEWSLETTER, your 2025 dues are paid. If you received a YELLOW NEWSLETTER, 
your dues are NOT PAID and are now due. Please use the YELLOW APPLICATION. This is the only way to tell 
our members if dues are paid or not. Upon receipt of your 2025 dues, we will send you your membership card and 
auto decals. If you move, please notify our office and the pension office (312-744-3891) as soon as possible; provide 
your new address and phone number.
If any retiree groups would like to put an article in our newsletter regarding their meetings, please contact us.
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By now everyone knows about the passing of the 
Social Security Fairness Act repealing the Windfall 
Elimination Provision. We are getting calls from 
our members asking when they will be getting their 
increase in Social Security and how much will they 
receive. If you are now receiving Social Security 
there is nothing you have to do to receive your 
benefits. At this time no one is sure when that will 
be but a good guess is March or April. Because 
of the passing of the Fairness Act if one spouse is 
receiving less social security than the other they 
may be eligible for some of their spouse’s check 
without decreasing their spouse’s benefits. Check 
with the S.S.A. to see what paperwork you will 
need. 
  I would like to thank John Catanzara Jr, President 
of Chicago John Dineen Lodge No. 7, and the FOP 
for their help in passing the Fairness Act. 
  The next meet of the RCPA will be held on 
February 23th at 1:00 PM.  It will be held in the 
FOP hall, 1412 W Washington Blvd.
  As provided by state statue, a Cost of Living 
Adjustment (COLA) will be reflected in your 
annuity check on the last day of January, 2025. 

This increase only applies to retirees who have 
attained the age of 55 years of age.
  Retired public safety officers, do not forget the 
$3,000 benefit you are provided under the pension 
protective act of 2017 as this benefit allows for tax 
deferred deductions of insurance premiums such 
as healthcare, dental, optical, and long-term care. 
Check with your tax consultant. The $500 (13th) 
check is sent to annuitants receiving the minimum 
monthly annuity. 
  Remember if you received a yellow newsletter 
your dues are not paid .
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EXECUTIVE BOARD
HAROLD BROWN
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TOM LONERGAN
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CORNELIUS DILLON
2nd Vice President

 David DiSanti
Treasurer

CARALYN HUDIK
Recording Secretary

STEVE MARCHFIELD
Sergeant at Arms

RICH AGUINAGA
ERIKA CLARK
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TRUSTEES

Organized in 1888 as an Association to protect the Police Pension Fund 
and the welfare of Police Pensioners, their widows and children.

   Treasurer’s Message  By David DiSanti

Las Vegas Henderson Nevada Retiree’s Breakfast
Every Friday morning at 8:30 a.m. • Willow’s Golf Course - 2300 E. Horizon Ridge Ave., Henderson, Nevada

1st Wednesday of each month at 1:00 p.m.
Cop Shop, Cape Coral, Florida - 822 S.E. 46th Lane

Tom Faragoi 239-770-7896

 1St. Tuesday Of month  9:00 A.M. D’AGOSTINO 
7350 W. Oakton

Steve Marshfield -773-771-0877

SOUTH
2nd Wednesday of each month at 10:00 a.m.

Jedi Garden Restaurant
9266 S. Cicero Avenue

DAVID DISANTI
Treasurer

HAROLD BROWN
President


